	GCSEs and A Levels

	UK Letter Grade
	US Letter Grade
	US Grade Point Average

	A*
	A+
	4.3

	A
	A
	4.0

	B
	B+/A-
	3.3 - 3.7

	C
	B
	3.0

	D
	C
	2.0

	E
	D
	1.0


	Scottish Intermediates 1-2

	Scottish Grade
	US Letter Grade
	US Grade Point Average

	1 - 2
	A
	 4.0

	3 - 4
	B
	 3.0

	5 - 6
	C
	 2.0

	7
	D/F
	 0.0 - 1.0


	Scottish Highers

	Scottish Grade
	Percentage
	US Grade Point Average

	A
	70 - 100%
	A

	B
	60 - 69%
	B

	C
	50 - 59%
	C

	D
	0 - 49%
	F


BA and BSc Degree classification comparisons

British Class  


American GPA 
Secured Marks Level %

First 



4.00 


70+ 

Upper Second (2:1) 

3.33-3.67 

60-69 

Lower Second (2:2)

3.00 


50-59 

Third 



2.30 


40-49 

Ordinary Pass 


2.00 


35-40 (without honours)

Postgraduate Degrees 

Graduate degrees awarded in the UK include:

•MA – Master of Arts

•MSc – Master of Science

•MPhil – Master of Philosophy

•MRes – Master of Research

•PhD – Doctorate of Philosophy

What is a US GPA?

In the US, students are assigned a cumulative grade point average (GPA), usually on a 4.0 scale, for all courses taken throughout their four years of high school. To determine their GPA, schools take the numerical value assigned to the letter grade a student has achieved for each course (typically 4 points for an A, 3 points for a B, and so on), then add these numbers together and divide by the total number of classes taken. The following is a general percentage/letter grade scale for classes taken at US schools:

	US

	Letter Grade
	Percentage
	 Grade Point Average

	A
	90- 100%
	4.0

	B
	80 - 89%
	3.0

	C
	70 - 79%
	2.0

	D
	65 - 69%
	1.0

	F
	Below 65%
	0


Conversion of UK Marks to a US GPA

In one of the fields on the application form, a US university will likely request that you report your GPA, or Grade Point Average. As there is no official direct conversion between UK marks and a US GPA, we recommend that students leave this field blank or find a way to type in your UK results. US admissions officers will understand the reason for this omission and will instead consult your transcript for detailed information about your academic performance, expressed in UK qualifications and results.

US GPA equivalent from The Fulbright Commission

See also the British Council.

Marks

Expectations

One important difference to be aware of is the emphasis on continual assessment. Most UK universities determine your marks based on your performance on examinations at the end of term. In the US, the papers and problem sets you complete during the term are often weighted as heavily as midterm exams and final exams.
Some classes may have weekly quizzes and daily homework, and you may not even have a final examination. Therefore, it is very important that you take these periodic evaluations just as seriously. At the beginning of each term, your professors will provide you with a syllabus detailing the assignments for the class and the weight (or percentage of the final mark) of each assignment as well as their expectations of you.

As an example, your final grade may consist of 10% class participation and attendance, 15% weekly quizzes, 15% daily homework, 20% papers (more than one per term) and 40% divided between a midterm exam and final exam. If you are ever unsure of how you are being evaluated, do not be afraid to ask!

Marks

US marks, or grades, are expressed differently than in the UK. The overall percentage (0-100%) for each class is converted into a letter grade (A, B, C, D or F), which is then recorded on the student’s transcript. Some universities also use the +/- system which allows for a wider range in determining students’ grade point averages.

The cut-off percentages vary by university, by department and sometimes by class. However, they tend to follow a system in line with the chart below. In the US, it is usual for students to receive marks in the 80-100 percentage range as this is considered the threshold for "good" work.

How to Calculate a GPA

A GPA (Grade Point Average) is one cumulative number to represent all of the marks earned during your undergraduate and postgraduate study to date. Each semester, your GPA is re-calculated to account for your most recent grades.

 

	US Percentage
	US Grade
	US GPA

	90-100
	A
	4.0  (A+ = 4.33; A- = 3.67)

	80-89
	B
	3.0  (B+ = 3.33; B- = 2.67)

	70-79
	C
	2.0  (C+ = 2.33; C- = 1.67)

	60-69
	D
	1.0  (D+ = 1.33; D- = 0.67)

	0-60
	F
	0


To calculate your GPA:

1. First the professor will convert your percentage grade to a letter grade, which is the final grade that will be reported to you
2. This letter grade is then converted into a grade point (each letter has a corresponding value)
3. Each grade point is weighted by the number of credits that class is worth
4. Each weighted grade point (for each class) is added together
5. Finally the sum of all your class grades is divided by the sum of the hours your classes are worth

For example, if you received an A- in a 4 credit class and three B+’s in 3 credit classes:

(4 x 3.67) + (3 x 3.33) + (3 x 3.33) + (3 x 3.33) /13 = 3.43

This would be a good GPA for your first term in the US. Sometimes a major GPA is calculated separately from the overall GPA. The overall GPA represents all marks the student has earned, including the general education classes, the major classes and the minor classes, while the major GPA represents only the coursework completed for the major.

Class Rank

Unlike in the UK, some US universities rank their students according to their GPA. The valedictorian is the student with the top GPA, while the salutatorian is the student with the second highest GPA.

Other students can graduate with “honours” (called by its Latin translation, cum laude) or even “great honours” and “greatest honours” (magna cum laude and summa cum laude).

Conversion Guide

A rough guide for converting between the UK and US grading systems can be found below. If you are studying in the US for a short period of time, your UK university will most likely apply its own system of grading.

 

	UK Class
	UK Percentage
	US Grade
	US GPA

	First
	70-100
	A
	4.0

	Upper second
	60-69
	B+/B
	3.0-3.33

	Lower second
	54-59
	B/B-
	2.67-3.33

	Third
	42-53
	C
	2.0

	Pass
	38-41
	D
	1.0

	Fail
	0-37
	F
	0


Please note that the percentage values differ greatly between the US and the UK. This is important to keep in mind when applying to a school. If asked for a percentage, do not list your UK percentage as a US percentage. They are not the same!

Information from the Fulbright Commission (as of 2011).
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Not sure what a level 3 really means? Want to know how many GCSEs are equal to a level 2? Our quick look comparison guide gives you the low down. 

	 
	City & Guilds
	Academic 
	Other


	Entry Level
	· Entry level vocational awards
	· Scottish intermediate  
Scottish Access 1-2 
	

	Level 1 
	· SVQ / NVQ level 1 

· Level 1 vocational awards 

· IVQ certificate 

· Level 1 International Introductory Awards*
	· GCSE grades D - G  

·  3 / Foundations S Grade  
 Scottish Access 1-2
	· Foundation GNVQ

	Level 2 
	· SVQ / NVQ level 2 

· Level 2 vocational awards 

· IVQ Technician certificate 

· IVQ Diploma 

· Level 2 International awards*
	· GCSE grades A* - C 

· Scottish intermediate 2/Credit S Grade
	· Intermediate GNVQ 

· BTEC first certificate

	Level 3
	· SVQ / NVQ level 3 

· Level 3 vocational awards 

· IVQ Technician Diploma 

· IVQ Advanced Diploma 

· Level 3 International Awards*
	· A level 

· Scottish higher
	· AVCE 

· BTEC National 

· Certificate / Diploma 

· Vocational A Levels

	Level 4
	· Licenciateship (LCGI) 

· Higher Professional Diploma 

· SVQ / NVQ level 4 

· Level 4 vocational awards
	· Undergraduate
	· Full technical certificate 

· BTEC HND / HNC

	Level 5
	· Diploma SVQ / NVQ level  5 

· Level 5 vocational awards 

· IVQ Advanced Technician Diploma
	· Undergraduate
	  

	Level 6
	· Graduateship (GCGI) 

· Associateship (ACGI)
	· Graduate
	  

	Level 7
	· Membership (MCGI) 

· Master Professional   
Diploma 
	· Post graduate
	  

	Level 8
	· Fellowship (FCGI)
	· Doctoral
	  


* Nearest comparable level 
 
           NVQ = National Vocational Qualification
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